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upon the extraordinary strength of their concrete, owing to the use of puzzuolana in its preparation. This substance, however, is abundantly furnished by the volcanic districts of Italy; and it seems not improbable that the apparently sudden and unprecedented development of arched forms of building in old Rome may be connected with the discovery, by some adventurous builder, of the singular trustworthiness of Roman cement.
However this may be, there seems to be little doubt that all known domed and arched structures of any magnitude are traceable to Roman precedents.
II
There is another aspect under which the Pantheon may be regarded as an eminently characteristic product of old Italian life. Great and manifold as have been the differences of opinion as to the exact purpose for which the Pantheon was destined, it is now indubitable, firstly, that it was a sanctuary; and secondly, that, in the technical sense, it was not a temple. In order to have the technical status of a templum in old Rome, a building and the space in which it stood must be consecrated by those rites which the Augurs alone were competent to perform, and these required that the building should be rectangular. An edifice devoted to sacred purposes which was other than rectangular appears to have had, strictly speaking, no claim to the title of a templum, but was called a sacred cedes or fanum. Nevertheless, it would be a great mis-